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The experiences we present today concern two different case studies: 

 

- the first regards the Adriatic coast. In this case, we investigated the interactions 

between the environmental networks that arise in the Apennine mountain 

range, move towards the coast through river valleys and get into the Adriatic 

city, creating living spaces and new urban shapes of the settlements. The 

experimentation of this case study is linked to the implementation of the 

Marche Regional Ecological Network; 

- the second regards the Umbria Region, in the heart of the Apennine Mountains. 

In this case, we studied, in particular, the guiding role that protected areas and 

Natura 2000 network could play in guiding the regeneration of small towns and 

villages in the central Apennines, especially concerning the post-2016 

earthquake reconstruction phase, with the aim to promote biodiversity 

conservation and improve quality of life of users. 
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The experience of Marche Regione Ecological Network 
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The regional network is made up of 102 sites (5 SPAs and 97 
SACs), accounting for about 16% of the regional territory, 
for a total area of around 140,000 hectares.  
The Natura 2000 sites hosts 41 habitat of community 
interest, including 11 priority, 143 animal species (4 
priority) and 8 plant species.  
Umbria has also identified a framework for a Regional 
Ecological Network (RERU), of which the Natura 2000 sites 
are an integral part, in order to ensure the ecological 
connection among the most important areas for 
biodiversity within the Region. 
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Left - above, the percentage of types of GRP currently present in Umbria. Left - below, the percentage of plans in operation when they were drafted. (UNIVAQ)  
Centre - The complete mosaic of the general regulatory plans deriving from the ADP and SUN LIFE projects. (UNIVAQ) 
Right - Percentage distribution (y-axis) of GRP provisions (x-axis) in the regional system of Natura 2000 Network sites. (UNIVAQ) 

SUN LIFE   
Strategy for the Natura 2000 Network of the Umbria Region”  

(LIFE13 NAT/IT/000371) 



Case study #2: experiences in the context of the Umbria Region 

Relationship between protected areas and urban areas in Central Italy   –   Marseille 6 September 2021 

The LIFE SUN Research Project objective was to act through the landscape and 
identify those essential actions with landscape importance to maintain and increase 
biodiversity and, therefore, the quality of life. 
 
The strategic line was organized by dividing Umbria into landscape areas based on the 
functional grouping of “Regional Landscapes” defined by the RLP. The landscape 
areas were defined using their dominant characteristics, which can be traced to three 
main types: the historical/cultural, physical/natural, and social/symbolic matrices.  
 
The landscape areas were then characterized through proposed objectives 
that aim to conserve the landscape through some protection activities, as in the case 
of human practices (agriculture, forestry, shepherding) that can significantly influence 
the levels of biodiversity in the territory. Objectives were then proposed that foresee 
different management practices (incentives for shepherding, production-chain 
agreements, and agricultural/environmental agreements) for the components that 
characterize the quality landscape in Umbria in order to strengthen the values in play.  
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The experience of Spello:  
Masterplan for the valorization of peri-urban landscapes: redesign urban areas to increase the production of ecosystem services and  
improve the quality of life  
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The LIFE IMAGINE Research Project is a follow-up of the LIFE 
SUN Research Project, whose general aim is the creation of an 
integrated management system that guarantees the 
achievement of the conservation objectives of the Habitats and 
Birds Directives, also in terms of economic and technical 
sustainability (to improve quality of life of local communities), 
through the development of management policies and actions 
towards:  
 
i) the pro-active management of habitats and species,  

 
ii) the coherence between the Natura 2000 Network and 
external territories (ecological connectivity and landscape),  
 
iii) the training of professionals suitable for the management of 
Natura 2000 Network, iv) the involvement of citizens. 

LIFE IMAGINE UMBRIA  
Nature 2000 Integrated Management in Umbria 
(LIFE19 IPE/IT/000015) 
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LIFE IMAGINE UMBRIA  
Nature 2000 Integrated Management in Umbria 
(LIFE19 IPE/IT/000015) 

 
- Analysis and characterization of regional urban and peri-urban 
areas in order to identify their possible role in the conservation 
of habitats and species of Community interest 
 
- Updating of the regional repertoire of territorial and sectoral 
planning tools at supralocal and local scale that may interfere 
(negatively or positively) with N2K Network 
 
- Producing innovative governance models for the management 
of the N2K Network in Umbria:  
 - Crater Community 
 - Landscape Agreement for biodiversity 
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- Analysis and characterization of regional urban and peri-urban areas in relation with landscapes 
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- Crater Community 
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- Landscape agreement for biodiversity 



Take home message 

The relationship between urban areas and protected areas is particularly relevant 

in Italy and Europe, also in consideration of the proximity and physical interactions 

between these two geographical contexts. 

 

The study of this relationship becomes essential to: 

- define guidelines to redesign urban and peri-urban areas; 

- design green corridors and permeabilities into dense settlements; 

- coordinate actions for the conservation of biodiversity and actions for the 

development of new urban landscapes, in the light of sustainability transition; 

- rediscover the role of protected areas and green environmental networks in 

increasing the quality of  life in urban contexts. 
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Merci 
Thank you 

Grazie mille 


